
     The film-editing skills Craig 
Serling learned while working 
in Rochester helped him earn 
West Coast success, he says.
     The Brighton native, who has 
worked as a television editor 
for top shows like “Survivor,” 
“The Amazing Race,” and, 
most recently, “Dancing with 
the Stars,” is getting ready to 
make his feature film debut 
with the release of “Jam.”
     “Right now I have a month to 
prepare the film,” Serling, 38, 
said.
     The first screening of the 
independent, 90-minute movie 
will be at the Vail Film Festival 
in Vail, Colo., March 30 to 
April 2. Other major film 
festivals have expressed 
interest in showing the film, 
Serling said.
     “I’m really excited to get it 
out there,” he said. “My overall 
hope is it finds a home where 
they embrace the film and 
distribute and market it, so that 
it has the best audience.”
     That market extends to 
Rochester and Brighton.
     “I would love to show it to 
students at Brighton High 
School or at the Little Theatre 
and (Rochester Institute of 
Technology),” he said. He 
graduated Brighton High 
School in 1984.
     The story is one that nearly 
everyone can relate to, he says.
     The movie takes place on a 
hot Father’s Day afternoon on a 
two-lane rural highway. The 
likes of 18 travelers collide 
after a car crash leaves them 

stranded. With nowhere to go, 
the strangers emerge from their 
cars and become unusual 
companions.
     “People have compared it to 
the movie ‘Crash’” said Serling. 
“… It is a softer, kinder version 
of ‘Crash.’ It is the flux of 
modern-day living that forces 
strangers’ lives to collide and 
the result is a life-changing 
experience.”
     His film also shows the 
struggles people face in life, 
including fatherhood, marriage 
and careers. It’s a story line he 
has been holding out to direct.
     “One of the hard things about 
making your first film is you 
want to make a movie about 
something that touches people,” 
he said.
     That is no easy task.
     Serling has been writing and 
developing the film since 2002. 
In 2003, he decided to put part 
of the movie on its legs. He 
extracted one of the storylines 
and shot a fifteen minute short, 
which went on to screen at over 
100 film festivals and won 
multiple awards worldwide. He 
quit his full-time job of nearly 
two years and devoted all of his 
time to prepare for shooting, 
which lasted 18 days. He says 

all the pieces came together, 
mainly the cast.
     “We have an exceptional 
cast,’ he said. “We have a lot of 
people in the movie who you 
would know by face, but maybe 
not by name.”
     Two Academy-Award-
nominated actors and some of 
independent films’ favorite 
faces bring this ensemble film to 
life. That includes Marianne 
Jean-Baptiste, who was 
nominated for an Academy 
Award in her role in “Secrets & 
Lies;” William Forsythe, who 
was featured in the film “Once 
Upon a Time in America;” and 
Jonathan Silverman from 
“Weekend at Bernie’s” fame.
     Serling feels all of his hard 
work paid off.
     “It is really tough to walk 
from a successful career in TV 
to pursue something you are 
really passionate about,” he 
said.
     “It has been a humbling, life-
changing experience.”
     He credits much of his 
success to the skills he learned 
while attending film school at 
Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy.
     He made a documentary 
during his senior year on the 
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closing of Roseland Waterpark 
in Canandaigua, which earned 
him a full-paid scholarship to 
Institute in Los Angeles.
     While he was a student at 
RIT, he also worked at WOKR-
TV as director for the six 
o’clock newscast.
     “I learned how to edit and it 
instantly got me a job in TV 
news,” he said.
     During his career, he has 
worked at NBC, CNN, served as 
a senior editor for four seasons 
of “Survivor” and has directed 
several documentaries. He has 
been nominated for three Emmy 
awards but never won.
     “Someday I will get some-
thing,” he said, laughing.
     His mom, Renee Liebschutz, 
said her son’s dream was to 
become a director and she is 
happy to see him succeed.
     “He really followed his path. 
I’m proud of him because of the 
process he has made,’ she said.
     Serling’s stepfather, Peter 
Liebschutz, has watched Serling 
develop his career and gave him 
some words of wisdom to live 
by.
     “I always thought work hard, 
keep busy and be a nice person 
and good things happen,” he 
said.

Craig Serling, a Brighton native, talks over a scene with Jonathan Silverman on the set 
of Serling’s movie, “Jam.” The film will premiere at the Vail Film Festival in Colorado.


